SOUTHERN CROSS
SWASTIKA
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INT. BAR - NIGHT.
A loud, crowded bar around PM.

We hear the nolses of glasses c¢linking, veices in animated
conversation. From somewhere, faint piano music.

We see very tight close ups, different shots of items in the
bar.

CLOSE UP: A thick cigar resting in a chunky ash tray.

Through the clamour of voices a number of individual voices
slowly emerge.

Their accents are neutral. For all purposes the audience
should believe they are in contemporary Australia.

We watch as the cigar smoke curls slowly upwards and hear:

HEINRICH (O.S.)
The Olympics were important -

HERMAN (O.S.)
Important ? They were magnificent.

HEINRICH (0O.S.)

The Olympics were important in
terms of our progress as a nation.
They were an important step in
nation building.

JOSEF (0.S.)
You must learn to listen friend.

HEINRICH (0.S.)
Don’t make this personal.

JOSEF (0.8.)

No. It is where he falls down and
he needs to know it. If you had
read my last pamphlet you would -

HERMAN (0.S.)
I am listening now.

CLOSE UP: A pint of beer being placed on a wooden bench. Some
fecam slips slowly down the side.

Over this the voices continue.

JOSEF (0.S.)

Our friend here has the ability to
see the bigger picture. Where our
current direction is taking us. The
future.



HERMAN (0O.S.)
Really 2

JOSEF (0.8.)
Where as you only see the
spectacle, the moment. The fun.
That is why he is the Party
gecretary. That’s why he won the
vote.

CLOSE UP: A wooden chair pulled slightly back from a table,
over it hangs a black coat.

HEINRICH (0.S.)
Joe. The election is over. I was
lucky enough to win. Our friend was
mature enough to accept the result
with grace. Now we must move on.
There is much to be done.

HERMAN  (0.S.)
Thank you, friend.

HETINRICH (0.8)
The Olympics. We all accept they
were an important part of the
process. Our athletes superlative
performance announced to the world
our true potential. What we can be.

CLOSE UP: A pair of shiny black shoes underneath the table.
The shoes tap slowly.

HERMAN (0O.S.)
Lgreed.

HEINRICH (0.S.)
The superb facilities, the
unequalled opening ceremony. It was
widely accepted as the best
Olympics ever.

JOSEF (0.8.)
To us.

HETINRICH (O.S.)
No. To our friends and supporters
everywhere.

The sound of clinking glasses.

CLOSE UP: We see a pint glass being raised to a mouth and
drunk. Then a hand wiping the mouth.



HEINRICH (0.S.)

But now we must take the next step.
We have shown and continue to show
our superiority on the sporting
fields - but if this country is to
develop. To be all that it can be.
We have to be leaders now — not
just followers.

HERMAN  (0.8)
But our allies —

HEINRICH (0O.S.)

Our allies are only important in
what they can do for us. How they
can help to strengthen our
position.

HERMAN (0.S.)
Dangerous talk.

JOSEF (0.8.)

We will never be truly great until
we can stand alone. Proudly
independent.

CLOSE UP: Another pair of man’s lips, speaking animatedly.
They =say:

HETINRICH
True. And we have the resources and
the ability to be a truly great
power. But do we have the
discipline. The ruthlessness.

HERMAN (0.8.)
Ruthlessness ?

The lips continue.

HEINRICH
ILet’s lock at the current
situation. It’s embarrassing. A
distraction.

CLOSE UP: A corner of bright red fabric, hanging on the wall.

JOSEF (0.8.)
Lgreed.

HEINRICH (0O.S.)

And that i1s why tomorrow I'm going
to put to the Party another
solution - as it is clear the
current method is not working.



JOSEF (0.8.)
Clear.

CLOSE UP: A pair of legs in grey trousers underneath the
table. They cross and uncross.

From somewhere else in the bar we hear LAUGHTER.

HEINRICH (0.S.)
The camps are not working. We put
these .. people in there,
indefinitely, and then what are we
left with.

HERMAN (0.8.)
Tell me.

HEINRICH (0.S.)
A burden. On manpower, on
resources. It’s a question of
economics. After all we must
remember — we have a war to win.

JOSEF (0.8.)
Exactly.

HERMAN (0.S8.)
So what i1s your solution ?

CLOSE UP: A gold cufflink on the end of a crisp white sleeve.
A man’s hand fidgeting with it.

HEINRICH (0.S.)
If this country 1s to continue it’s
upwards trajectory we need every
dollar channelled where it is
needed most. Defence, border
protection, military strength. The
rest of the world looks on our land
with envicus eyes. We must make
this country impregnable. If we
don’'t act soon — we will be over
run.

HERMAN (0.S.)
And that is precisely why the
centres were initiated.

HEINRICH (0.S.)
These “centres” drain vital
resources. They need to be phased
out.

HERMAN  (0.S.)
And replaced with ?
























