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EXT. RUNNING TRACK - DAY 1
Two feet, bound in bright running shoegs, run along between the white
lines of a, running track marked out on a humble oval. The feet pound into
the turf.

Two knees, moving fast, leaping high into the air as the RUNNER tries to
get every inch from every step.

Two arms, pumping hard, as the runner uses them to propel his legs faster
and faster.

The feet move fagter now as he accelerates his speed.

A gecond pair of feet hit the turf, further ahead in the lane. They land
softer, more elegant.

The first set of knees leap higher now as the first runner accelerates even
more.

A gecond set of knees now - also being raised higher as the second runner
tries also to pick up the pace.

The first set of arms pumping harder, striving for every last ounce of
energy.

The second set of armas, beginning to flail as the runner tires badly, loging
their form.

The first set of feet now hit the track even harder as they catch up to the
second set of feet.

The first set of feet now go past the second set of feet, sprinting towards
the finish line.

The first runner, PATRICK, an athletic looking young man of around 17,
throws his body forward as he breaks the finishing line marked by a

white line across the track.

Behind we see the second runner, a pretty Indigenous Australian girl,
JASMINE also around 17 slowing down as she too comes to the line.

Patrick immediately bends over, gasping for breath and wheezing.

Jasmine seems legs exhausted and stands upright hands on hips, sucking
in the oxygen.

From across the oval we hear a voice call.



JIM (V.0.)
Save something for Saturday.

JIM FISHER, the High School athletics coach stands nearby, stop watch in
hig hands. He looks at the runners, exasperated.

Patrick manages to raise his hand and wawve at his coach.
Jasmine approaches Patrick, concerned at hig continued wheezing.

JASMINE
You alright ¢

Patrick just waves her away, still gasping for breath.
EXT. BACK OF GRANDSTAND - DAY 2
Patrick comes out of the humble change room at the school oval.

He carries a sports bag, his wet hair is combed and he i3 now dressed in
his school uniform - shirt and pants, no tie.

Jagmine appears behind him from the girl's change room. She also has
sports bag and has changed into her simple uniform.

JASMINE
Result will be different on the weekend.

Patrick turns to Jasmine. He tries to smile but he still looks a bit shaken.

PATRICK
No it won't.

The effort of speaking forces Patrick to cough.
Jasmine reaches Patrick, her face becomes more serious.

JASMINE
What happened out there ?

PATRICK
I beat you - that's what.

JASMINE
I meant afterwards. You were wheezing
pretty bad.



PATRICK
It's nothing.

JASMINE
Do you have agthma, ?

PATRICK
Tused to. Anyway, it’s none of your
busginess.
Jasmine looks at him.
JASMINE

Sounds like you do. Have you been to your
doctor lately ¥

Patrick seeg Jim approaching behind Jagmine and holds up hisg hand to
gilence her.

Jim is holding up his stop watch.

JIM
Best time yet. You two are looking great.

Patrick covers up his serious conversation with Jasmine with a, quick
Joke.

PATRICK
(breaking into a smile)
And not just when we're running.

Jim smiles.

JIM
Now, on a more serious note. I've just been
on the phone to the regional selectors and
they say only the winners this year will go
to the state finals. Not like last year. It's
only the first boy and girl across the line.

PATRICK
Well then - you're looking at them.

JIM
I just hope you can run ag good as you can
talk.

Jim moves off leaving Jasmine and Patrick.



Jasmine watches Jim go. Beait.

JASMINE
He doesn't know does he.

PATRICK
No, and he doesn't need to. He'll just make a
big thing out of it. It's not serious.

JASMINE
Patrick - Asthma, is serious.

But Patrick is already walking off.

PATRICK
(calling back)
I'd race you to the bus stop but I already
know I'd win.

Patrick turns and smiles back at her. He keeps walking.

Jagmine watches him go, a concerned 1look on her face.

EXT. SCHOOL YARD - DAY 3
The next day. The sounds of school recegs, students chatting.

Patrick leans down at a, water bubbler, taking a drink.

He looks up to see HEIDI standing in front of him. The "vampy" bad girl of
the gchool, Heidi is wearing make up and hag given her uniform a bit of a,

gothic twist. She smiles down at Patrick.

HEIDI
So, they tell me you're pretty good 7

Patrick looks up, a little confused.

HEIDI
At running, stupid. Got some big race on
the weekend. Mr Fisher keeps going on
about it - Patrick Bourke this, Patrick
Bourke that.

Patrick smiles, enjoying the attention.

PATRICK
Well, he'd know.
















































