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EXT. BURNT SCRUBLAND - DAY.

A MAN runs through a sparse, burnt out landscape. Black
charccal trees, charred earth.

He is running fast but is disoriented and off balance. His
face, hands and c<¢lothes are stained with black.

He stumbles and falls, again, in front of a scarred tree.
We see his face - filled with panic.

He staggers to his feet and stumbles on again as i1f he is
being chased by someone or something.

INT. HOSPITAL: OBSERVATION ROOM - NIGHT.

The Man now lies in a bed in an observation room in a small
rural Hospital. He is still, sedated, and his eyes are
closed.

INT. HOSPITAL: CORRIDOR - NIGHT.

The Senior Nurge, ELLEN FORCELL, a strong looking woman of
arcund 40, stands with Fire Investigator BEN MORGAN, mid-30s,
looking through a large observation window into the room.

After awhile:

BEN
Who is he 7

ELLEN
Fire crew picked him up wandering
around in some burnt out scrub near
Walcha. And ...
Ellen looks at him. Beat.
BEN
What 7
INT. HOSPITATL: MORGUE - NIGHT.

Ellen and Ben stand on either side of an autopsy table,
covered with a blue protective sheet.

Beat.

ELLEN
It’s not pretty.

Ben looks at Ellen - what hasn’t he seen before ?

Ellen removes the blue sheet.



We see Ben's face change as he sees what 1s underneath -
shock and surprise. He takes a moment to compose himself.

BEN

Where ... where did they find ... ?
ELLEN

House nearby. Or what was left of

it.

On the table we see the black charred remains of TWO BODIES,
fused together by searing heat.

The bodies c¢ling together, in a final embrace.

EXT. RAMMED EARTH HOUSE - DAY.

An unmarked Police Car pulls up at the shell of a burnt out
house.

Ben steps from the car. It’s just on %am in the morning but
it’s already stinking hot.

Ben looks up at the house. Around it is a yellow police line.

SOPHIE (0.8.)
Hot enough for you ?

Ben turns to see SOPHIE ROBERTS, an attractive young
indigenous woman in her 20s, working in the wreckage of the
house.

Ben gives Sophie a wave as he moves over to the still solid
shell of the house.

Sophie is a Police Forensic Technician and she wears plastic
gloves and blue overalls as she collects samples from the
floor of the building. Placed around her are numbers on stand
up cards, marking particular points of interest.

Ben rubks his hand against one of the walls, trying to work
out what they are.

SOPHIE
They call it rammed earth.
INT. FLASHBACK - RAMMED EARTH HOUSE - NIGHT.

DAN in a similar position to where Ben 1s now, rubbing the
wall just as Ben is.

He is balding and stout, skin burned red from exposure to the
sun. A cheeky grin beams from a boyish face.



























































































































































































































































































































































































































