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ALEX BROUN

10-MINUTE PLAYWRIGHT

The clock is ticking but there’s no slowing

Alex Broun down. As one of the world’s
most prolific and most produced 10-minute
playwrights, the NSW-based writer/journalist’s
zoal is to have 100 of his 10-minute plays
performed around the globe. He has made
his plays available for free on his website
(www.alexbroun.com.au), and thrown down the
gauntlet to theatre lovers.

“I've written about 50 [10-minute plays] so
far, 39 of which have been produced, so I have
ta write another 50,” he smiles, adding he's
happy to write about any subject suggested to
him. “The only thing I request is that if you're
going to do one of the plays, you let me know.”

Topics range from fast food in China (Beijing
Big Mac) to lonely stars (Cate Blanchett Wants
to be my Friend on Facebook), and run the gamut
from comedy to thriller. His most-produced play
(31 productions in the US) is 10,000 Cigarettes.

“Somewhere in the world, someone is
probably performing or rehearsing an Alex
Broun play,” says the 43-year-old. “It’s thrilling.”

Why short plays? “I still write full-length plays
but theatre is competing against filin, video,
YouTube,” he explains. “The idea of a play going
for twa or three hours is old-fashioned. 1 believe
10-minute plays are the way of the future.”

And a good way to get him noticed. “If | get
100 of my 10-minute plays produced, one of the
mainstream theatre companies has got to surely
think: ‘OK, people like this guy’s work. Maybe
we should have a proper look at it, too”
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